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IV. J new Genus 0/ P L A N T S, caWd Ara- 
liaftrum, of which the famous Nin^zin or Gia« 
feng 0/ r/?e Chinefes, is a Specks. Communis 
cated by Mr. Vaillant ^rxdemonjirator 4t the 
^oyal Garden at Paris^ to the Learned Dr. WitK 
Sherrard, LL. D. late Conful at Smyrna, ^nd 
hy him to the Royal Society. 

ARdiaflrum is a Genus of Plants, who{e Plomr A * 
is complete t* regular, polypetalous, and her- 
maphrodite, (li^nding on the Ovary B. The 
Ovarj, which is crown'd by a Caljx cut into feveral 
Parts, becomes a Berry D, in which are, for the moft 
pare, two flat Seeds, like a Semicircle^ which both to- 
gether reprefent a fort of a Heart. Add to this the 
Stalk, which is fingle, ending in an Umbel of which 
each Ray bears but one Flower. Above the Middle of 
the Stalk come out feveral Pedicles, ( as on that of the 
Anemone) on the Extremities of which grow feveral 
Leaves like Rays, or like an open Hand. 

The Species of this Genus are, 

1. Araliaftrum ^inquefolii folio^ wajus, Nin-zin voca^ 
turn D. Sarrazin. Gin-feng. Des lettres cdifiantes 
& curieufes, Tom, X- fag. lyx. 

2. Araliaftrum ^inquefclii folio f minus. D.Sarrazin* 
PlantuU Marilandica^ foliis in fummo caule ternis^ 
quorum unum quod que quinquefariam dividitur, circa 
marlines j err at is. N° 36. Raii Hift. III. 658. 



* w^. A R A L I A ;»/. ret herb. Tab. 154. 
t CoBiplcte, thai u to fay, that has a Calyx. 
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3. Ardiafirum Frdgrari^t folio, minus. D. Vailknt A^> 
fiurtium M^rianum Anemones jjlvatka feliis, enma^ 
fhjllon^ florihus exigms. Pluk. MantifT. 135". Tab. 
435. Fig. 7. 

To ftiew wherein Aralidfirnm diflers from Aralia, 
( from whence it rakes its Name J \h convenient to 
give alfo the Charader of this laft Ge^us, fuch as 
Mr. Faillam eftablifti'd ic, in his Demonftrations of the 
Year 1717. 

Aralia * is altogether like the Aralia/lrum^ as to the 
Structure and Situation of its Flower ; but its Berry 
co^fifts of Five Seeds placed round an Axis. Moreo- 
ver, its Leaves are branched, almod Jike thofe of An- 
geUca ; and its Stalks ( which in fome Species are na- 
ked, and in others have Leaves fee alternately ) bear 
each feveral Umbels at their top. in the Form of a 
Bunch of Grapes. 

Tk Species of Aralia, ^n 

I. Aralia cdule afhyllo^ radice repent e. D. Sarrazin* 
Chriftophoriana Virginiiina. Zarza radicihus fur€i4o* 
Jis dr fungo/ts, SarfaparilU noftratihus dicta. Pluk. 
Almag. 98. Tab. 238. Fig, 5-. Zarfaparilla Fir* 
ginicniihus noftratihus dicia^ lohatis umbedifera foliiSf 
j^mericana. tjufd. Almag 396. 

2. Aralia cauh foliofo Uvi, D. 6arazzin. Aralia Ca- 
fiadenjis^ Inft. rei Herb^ 300. 

g. Araha caule foliofo & hijpido D, Sarazzin. 

4, Aralia arhre(ctr;s jpinoja, D. Vailiant. Angelica 
arbcrtfcfns, fpr/iofa, fu A'hor Indica^ Fraxini folio, 
cortice Ipimjo Raii Hift. If. 1*^98. Chrtflophonana 
artor aculcata Virghnrnfis Pluk Almag. pS./XabzQ. 
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* vidt Inft' rd Hirb^ aco. Tab. 154. 
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All the Species of thtfe two G::nerd, except the laii: of 
each of them, are common in Canada, whence Mr. Sar- 
rdzin^ Counfellor in the upper Council, Fhyficiari to 
his Majeily, and Correfpondent of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, knt dicm to the Royal Garden tirft in i ) oo. 

The Inhabiraius of that Col ny, and thofe of Fir- 
ginia, call the firft Species of Jralia by the Name of Sar'^ 
faparHk, becaufe its Roots have almoil the fame Figure 
and Vertues 

Mr, Sarrazin writes, that he had a Patient who had 
been cured of an dmfarca^ about two Years before, by 
the ufe of a Drink made of thefe Hoots. That able 
Phyfician afliires us alfb, that the Roots of the fecond 
Species, well boyfd and apply 'd by way of Catafdafme, 
are very excellent for the curing of old Ulcers; as al- 
fo the DecodJion of them? with which they bath and fy- 
ringe the Wounds. He does not at all doubt, but the 
Virtues of the third Species ( which I fliall briefly de- 
fcribe^ are the fame with thofe of the fecond. 

Its Roots creep, and fend forth Stalks, which rife 
commonly to the Height of a Foot and half^ and fome- 
times to two Foot; the boctom part of them is rough, 
with redd iili, ftifFand prickling Hairs Thefe Stalks 
are fet from the Bottom to almoft the Top ( which ar§ 
divided fucceffively into feveral naked Branches charged 
with Umbels ) with branchd alternate Leaves, aimoft 
like thoCe of Podagrma, hirfuta Angelica folio & odore 
D. Vaillant^ which Plant is grav'd in the (econd Tome 
of Boccoms Mufmm^ by the Name of Ccrefol/um ru^ofo 
Angelica folio ^ Aromattcmn. Tab. 19. and in Rwim by 
that of Myrrhis foUo Pcda^raria 

See the Account of the Chinefe Gin-fcng, in Phil. 
Tranfad. Anni 1713. p. 237. 
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